
Stewardship & Communication:
A FieldWatch Overview
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Mission

To develop and provide easy-to-use, reliable, 
accurate and secure on-line mapping tools 
intended to enhance communications 

that promote awareness and 
stewardship activities between producers 

of specialty crops, beekeepers and 
pesticide applicators.
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FieldWatch is a non-profit company created to develop and operate
the DriftWatch Specialty Crop Site & BeeCheck Apiary Registries.
Formed in 2012 by Purdue University and interested agriculture
stakeholder groups, we are funded by state departments of ag,
corporate sponsors and our producer and applicator members.

DriftWatch and BeeCheck are FREE web-based mapping tools 
created to promote communication between beekeepers, producers 
of specialty crops and pesticide applicators in support of ongoing 
stewardship activities



Why FieldWatch?

Stewardship

Communication

Data / Knowledge

Voluntary 

Free to Use – Easy to Access

Our Industry relies on Relationships
with and Respect for our Neighbors

Freedom to Operate
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Board of Directors 
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PRODUCERS: Steve Smith – Red Gold (Chair)

Levi Huffman – Huffman & Hawbaker Farms

Dennis Dixon – Hartung Brothers

Brant Harrison – Kokopelli Produce 

APPLICATORS: Scott Schertz – Schertz Aerial Service

Mark Trostle – Crop Production Services (Secretary)

Matt Haines – Piatt County FS/GROWMARK

Jason Roth – Winfield United 

MANUFACTURERS: Mark Groth – Monsanto

Elisha Modisett Kemp – Dow AgroSciences

Dave Flakne – Syngenta (Treasurer)

Burleson Smith – BASF 

AT-LARGE: KJ Johnson – Illinois Fertilizer & Chemical Assn (Vice-Chair)

Tami Griffin – Aon Risk Solutions

Lori Bowman – Wisconsin Department of Agriculture

Neal Bergman – Delta Bee Company

EX-OFFICIO: Karen Plaut/Bernie Engel – Purdue Department of Agriculture



✓ Member States

✓ Sponsors (Food/Ag Companies, Retailers)

✓ Trade Associations

✓ Applicators

✓ Producers

✓ Friends of FieldWatch

FieldWatch Membership



Sponsors
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Aon Risk Solutions
BASF Corporation
Bayer Bee Care Center
Colorado Agriculture Aviation Assn.
Crop Production Services (CPS)
Dow AgroSciences LLC
Gowan
GROWMARK
Illinois Agricultural Aviation Assn
Illinois Farm Bureau
Illinois Fertilizer and Chemical Assoc.
Indiana Horticultural Society

MFA, Inc.
Michigan Farm Bureau
Midwest Food Processors
Minnesota Crop Production Retailers
Monsanto Company
Purdue University
Red Gold, Inc. 
Schertz Aerial Service
Syngenta
Valent
Winfield 
Wolf Consulting & Research, LLC
2-4, D Task Force
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Specialty Crop Site Registry

Producer View
Apiary Registry

Beekeeper View

Applicator View
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Specialty Crop Site and Apiary Registry
Applicator View
State Example 
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Specialty Crop Site and Apiary Registry
Contact Box



Applicator Access – Three Ways

Public Map (FREE)
• All crop sites
• Most beehives

Register on FieldWatch (FREE)
• All crop sites
• All beehives
• Email notifications of new sites

Member data subscription 
• All sites
• Downloadable or live stream 

through software provider



Technology Partners
We are always looking for new partners!

12*A few companies have asked for privacy
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General Guidance & Scope - 1

1.  FieldWatch registries (DriftWatch and BeeCheck) use location and contact information provided by specialty 
crop producers and beekeepers. The focus on specialty crops and beehives is intended to improve 
communication between specialty crop producers, beekeepers and applicators.

To strengthen this area of focus, we are not currently adding data or data layers at this time.

Note: We will give careful consideration to user requests to add new types of data layers that could enhanceour scope 
and service.

2. Specialty crops include all commercial fruit and vegetable crops, grapes, nurseries, tobacco, herbs, 
greenhouses, orchards, tree crops and flowers that can be registered based on the verifiable field boundaries 
(or greenhouse) where they are grown.

FieldWatch does not include crops based on “pesticide sensitivity” since all crops can be pesticide sensitive.  
Specifically, we do not include commodity field crops such as field corn, soybeans, cotton, rice, hay (alfalfa), 
wheat or pasture unless they are certified organic.  FieldWatch does not map different types of herbicide-
tolerant, conventional or non-genetically modified crops.

FieldWatch does not include other types of pollinators or other types of bees other than honeybees.

.
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General Guidance & Scope - 2
3. Bees are often an integral part of specialty crop production, as such, beehives can be mapped in DriftWatch or 

BeeCheck. Both FieldWatch tools include the mapping of beehive locations, which can be marked on the map as a 
specific site where the hives are located.

Beehive sites are marked as points with a ½ acre circle around the point, rather than foraging or pollinating areas.   
However, beehive sites can be marked on top of specialty crop fields that are drawn separately on the DriftWatch map.

Privately owned properties with verified boundaries that are actively managed by beekeepers for resting and foraging of 
beehives, may be drawn according to the field boundaries.

4. FieldWatch does not map livestock.  However, “certified organic” pasture can be marked and effectively indicate the 
grazing area of organic livestock.

Commercial fish farm ponds also can be drawn given their stationary nature.

5. Only submissions from commercial producers are included in the DriftWatch map—not homeowners or gardeners.  All 
mapped fields must be at least ½ half acre in size.  

Submissions from commercial and hobby beekeepers are included in the BeeCheck map. Beehives are marked with a 
point and the number of hives can be submitted during the mapping process. Hobbyist beekeepers are not required to 
sell honey or pollination services to be able to use FieldWatch registries.

6. Where sites that fall outside of this scope already exist on the registry, these criteria will be applied the next time the 
site is reviewed by a data steward or during the annual renewal process.
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✓ Go to FieldWatch.com
✓ Click on your industry segment 

➢ Producer, Beekeeper or Applicator
✓ Follow the very simple steps to create an account & submit

➢ For Producers & Beekeepers you will map your fields and/or hives
➢ For Applicators you will set an alert area

✓ State Data Steward has final approval (or feedback)
✓ Site is added to the map!
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FieldWatch Resources 
www.fieldwatch.com/resources 
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FieldWatch FAQ

User Guide: How to Register your 

Crops & Beehives in FieldWatch

FieldWatch Scope & Guidelines

NEW in 2018: VIDEOS!



New and updated Communication Assets:
✓ FieldWatch Branded Collateral

✓ Newsletter – Expanded distribution list

✓ Banners and other tools for State Partners

✓ PowerPoints

✓ User Guides 

✓ FAQ

✓ Social Media

✓ New Website

✓ How-To Videos coming in 2018!
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Communication Tools
@FieldWatchInc



Field Signs Available
To further promote awareness and

communication in the field at the site  



Thank you!
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